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WHITNAH  GETS  CALL 
TO  ' COME  ON  DOWN’ 


His  rela- 
tionship with  the 
Numismatic  Liter- 
ary Guild  has  been 
especially  long 

and  close.  As  old- 
timers  will  recall, 


By  Ed  Reiter 

Paul  Whitnah  has  been  summoning  people  to 
the  Message  Center  for  decades  as  a volunteer  at  ma- 
jor coin  conventions  - particularly  those  of  the  Ameri- 
can Numismatic  Association.  For  once,  it  was  Whitnah 
whose  name  was  announced  last  August  at  the  NLG 
Bash  in  Boston. 

Maurice  Rosen,  2009  winner  of  the  Clemy 
Award,  was  telling  him  to  “Come  on  down!”  and  ac- 
cept the  Clemy  plaque  for  2010. 

Whitnah  is  better  known  for  drawing  up  itiner- 
aries as  head  of  a travel  agency  in  Arlington,  Texas  - 
but  over  the  years, 
he  has  written  nu- 
merous articles  for 
major  numismatic 
publications.  More 
important,  he  has 
been  a staunch  sup- 
porter of  hobby  or- 
ganizations at  ev- 
ery level. 


he  served  as  the  Guild’s  executive  director  in  1981  and 
’82.  He  also  has  played  key  roles  as  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  judge  in  the  Writers’  Competition 
and  frequent  participant  in  the  annual  Bash  and  Sym- 
posium. 

“I’m  not  the  sort  of  person  who  enjoys  sitting 
around,”  Whitnah  once  told  me.  “I’ve  got  to  be  busy  all 
the  time.” 

He  was  a driving  force  behind  the  establishment 
of  the  ANA’s  Young  Numismatists  program  in  1967, 
and  many  of  his  writings  have  been  aimed  at  helping 
junior  collectors  get  a solid  footing  in  the  hobby.  In  ad- 
dition to  contributing  articles  about  YNs  to  hobby  pub- 
lications, he  also 
wrote  a chapter  for 
the  ANA’s  Young 
Numismatist  corre- 
spondence course. 

Whitnah  himself 
became  interested 
in  the  hobby  while 
growing  up  in  Lit- 
tle Rock,  Ark.  He 
learned  the  basics 
from  Nina  Willis, 
a Little  Rock  coin 
dealer  - and  she, 
in  turn,  introduced 
him  to  Matt  Rothert 
and  Hazel 


Well -respected  hobbyist  and  long-time  NLG  and  ANA  volunteer.  Paul  Whitnah.  photo- 
graphed in  Boston  at  the  2010  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  annual  awards  banquet. 
(Photo  by  Donn  Pearl  man.) 


Lindstrom,  two  prominent 
Arkansas  collectors  who  took 
him  under  their  wing  and 
helped  him  get  involved  in 
organized  numismatics  at  the 
state  and  national  levels. 

Rothert  was  elected 
ANA  president  in  1965,  and 
Whitnah  became  a member 
soon  afterward  at  the  age  of 
18.  Rothert  then  named  him 
to  a special  committee  set  up 
to  study  the  idea  of  accepting 
junior  members  - youngsters 
between  the  ages  of  1 1 and  17. 
Whitnah  played  an  important 
role  in  winning  approval  for 
the  plan. 


A sign  on  the  vegetable  dip  table  at  the  Boston  Bash  expressing  NLG's  thanks  to  Numismatic  Guaranty  Corp., 
title  sponsor;  Heritage  Auctions,  Bash  and  reception  sponsor;  and  Certified  Acceptance  Corp.,  awards  sponsor. 


He  offered  his  help  as  a 

Message  Center  assistant  at  the  ANA’s  1968  convention 
in  San  Diego,  and  went  on  to  become  a fixture  at  ANA 
shows  for  more  than  four  decades  thereafter.  His  gener- 
ous uncompensated  service  hasn’t  gone  unnoticed:  The 
ANA  has  recognized  it  with  several  major  awards  - in- 
cluding its  highest  honor,  the  Farran  Zerbe  Award. 

Whitnah  worked  for  American  Airlines  for  nearly 
20  years,  becoming  manager  of  American’s  seven  ticket 
offices  in  downtown  Chicago  and  its  mail-order  center 
in  that  city,  then  heading  up  the  airline’s  operations  in 
Shreveport,  La.  Since  1988,  he  has  been  president  and 
general  manager  of  M&M  World  Travel  Service  in  Ar- 
lington, near  Dallas  and  Fort  Worth. 


winner  is  selected  by  the  previous  year’s  recipient  of  the 
award. 

Wendell  Wolka  opened  the  show  with  his  annual 
Power  Point  review  of  hilarious  hobby  moments,  real 
and  (mostly)  imagined,  from  the  previous  12  months. 
As  usual,  the  ANA  and  the  U.S.  Mint  came  in  for  much 
of  the  attention. 

David  T.  Alexander  breathlessly  reported  a se- 
ries of  “breaking  news”  items  involving  such  matters  as 
Whitman’s  voluminous  books,  the  Mint’s  newfound  in- 
terest in  trademarking  bad  ideas  and  the  steadily  shrink- 
ing size  of  Numismatic  News. 


He’ll  get  to  punch  someone  else’s  ticket  at  the 
2011  Bash  in  Chicago.  Traditionally,  each  new  Clemy 


SITE  UNSEEN, 

HELP  WANTED 

A number  of  members  have  asked  why  the 
results  of  the  2010  NLG  Writers’  Competition  aren't 
yet  posted  on  our  Internet  Web  site.  Simply  stated,  we 
haven’t  had  editing  access  to  the  site. 

We’re  looking  for  someone  to  get  the  site 
up  and  running  or,  failing  that,  to  set  up  a new  one. 
Anyone  interested  should  contact  Executive  Director 
Ed  Reiter  online  at  EdEditor@aol.com. 


My  own  “contribution”  was  a parody  on  the 
seemingly  endless  search  for  Don  Taxay,  croaked  to  the 
tune  of  “The  MTA  Song,”  a Kingston  Trio  favorite  con- 
cerning a man  named  Charlie  who  got  lost  on  a Boston 
subway  and  never  returned. 

A snippet  will  suffice: 

Let  me  tell  you  a tale 
’ bout  a writer  named  Taxay 
Who  got  lost  in  a Boston  bourse. 

He  was  sight-unseen . 
cept  by  Walter  Breen. 

Till  he  fled  on  Paul  Reveres  horse. 


The  new  1099  IRS  reporting  requirements  were 
very  much  on  the  minds  of  many  coin  dealers  at  the  Bos- 
ton convention  - so  Scott  Travers,  in  his  annual  Carnac 
routine,  posed  this  answer  to  the  Great  One  not  once,  not 
twice,  but  three  separate  times,  eliciting  the  following 
questions  from  the  Seer,  a.k.a.  Paul  Whitnah: 

What’s  the  highest  number  in  the  new  grading  system? 

How  many  lots  were  sold  in  the  first  10  minutes  at  the 
Heritage  ANA  auction? 

How  many  plaques  will  be  awarded  in  this  year’s  NLG 
Writers’  Competition? 

Bashgoers  didn’t  have  to  wait  very  long  to  learn 
the  real  answer  to  the  question  about  award  plaques,  for 
the  presentation  began  immediately  after  Carnac  and 
Travers  left  the  podium. 

Suffice  it  to  say  there  were  dozens.  But  the  quan- 
tity in  no  way  detracted  from  the  quality,  for  there  were 
many  excellent  entries,  especially  in  the  book  competi- 
tion - making  the  selection  process  unusually  difficult 
for  the  judges.  The  process  was  made  less  onerous  by 
Travers’  efficient  direction.  For  many  years,  he  has  been 
coordinator  of  the  Writers’  Competition. 

New  NLG  member  Jerry  Jordan,  a newspaper- 
man from  Beaumont,  Texas,  won  a number  of  awards 
- including  the  James  L.  Miller  Award  - for  a series  of 
articles  and  television  reports  exposing  itinerant  gold 
buyers.  One  of  Jerry’s  articles  is  reprinted  in  the  current 
Newsletter. 

Beaumont  coin  dealer  Mike  Fuljenz,  a longtime 
member  and  patron  of  the  Guild,  also  won  multiple 
awards,  including  one  for  media  work  related  to  Jerry 
Jones’  investigative  reports. 

Just  before  the  Clemy  presentation,  Kay  Lenker, 
winner  of  the  2009  Ribbet  Award,  announced  that  she 
was  bestowing  the  2010  award  on  Scott  Travers.  The 
Ribbet  recognizes  service  to  the  Guild  and  general  good 
fellowship. 

Since  there  was  no  contest,  the  two  Board 
members  up  for  re-election  - John  Albanese  and  R.W. 
“Bob”  Julian  - will  serve  for  two  more  years.  Albanese 
is  co-founder  of  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service 
(PCGS)  and  founder  of  the  Numismatic  Guaranty  Cor- 


poration of  America  (NGC)  and  Certified  Acceptance 
Corp.  (CAC).  Julian  is  one  of  the  hobby’s  most  respect- 
ed scholars,  researchers  and  writers. 

The  other  three  Board  members  - David  T.  Al- 
exander, Donn  Pearlman  and  Will  Rossman  - will  be  on 
this  year’s  ballot.  Upon  completion  of  their  current  term 
this  summer,  they  will  be  eligible  for  one  more  two-year 
term. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  oversee  NLG 
policy,  review  membership  applications  and  submit 
nominations  for  the  annual  Clemy  Award. 
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BOSTON  ‘BASH’  BORROWS  PAGE 
FROM  JOHNNY  CARSON’S  BOOK 


( EDITOR 'S  NOTE:  The  2010  ANA  convention  in 
Boston  was  the  first  to  be  held  in  that  city  since  1982, 
and  not  too  many  people  can  claim  to  have  attended 
NLG  Bashes  on  both  occasions.  I'm  fortunate  to  be  a 
member  of  that  small  group.  It  occurred  to  me  that  those 
who  weren 't  there  in  1982  might  enjoy  this  report,  which 
appeared  in  the  NLG  Newsletter  shortly  afterward  - and 
those  who  were  there  might  enjoy  it  even  more!) 

Johnny  Carson,  king  of  television’s  late-night 
airwaves,  has  survived  any  number  of  challenges  from 
would-be  usurpers;  the  landscape  is  littered  with  the 
likes  of  Joey  Bishop,  Dick  Cavett  and  other  unsuccess- 
ful pretenders  to  the  throne. 

Now,  one  more  name  can  be  added  to  that  list: 
William  S.  Nawrocki,  host  of  this  year’s  NLG  Bash  in 
Boston,  has  proven  beyond  a doubt  that  he,  too,  won’t  be 
hastening  King  Johnny’s  abdication. 

But,  while  Nawrocki  may  not  be  in  line  for  a 
job  with  CBS  or  ABC,  he  does  enjoy  big  ratings  with 
the  viewers  who  caught  his  “To  Write  Show’’  (or  “Trite 
Show,”  for  short)  on  the  NLG  Network  in  Boston  the 
evening  of  Aug.  20. 

Nawrocki,  who  was  making  his  debut  as  our 
Bash  emcee,  played  a sort  of  poor  man’s  Johnny  Carson 
at  this  year’s  NLG  gala  - one  that  was  patterned  rather 
loosely  after  Carson’s  long-running  “Tonight  Show.” 

With  able  support  from  Alan  Herbert  (a  kind  of 
off-center  Ed  McMahon),  Nawrocki  kept  things  moving 
at  a fast  and  sometimes  furious  pace.  And  the  audience 
...  a capacity  crowd  of  well  over  100  members  and  guests 
...  responded  enthusiastically,  keeping  the  air  filled  with 
laughter  in  the  Commonwealth  Room  of  the  Sheraton 
Boston  Hotel. 

Donn  Pearlman,  popular  emcee  of  other  recent 


Bashes,  couldn’t  be  on  hand  for  this  year’s  show.  How- 
ever, he  was  there  in  spirit  - and  on  magnetic  tape.  Pearl- 
man  sent  along  tape-recorded  greetings,  which  were 
played  at  the  outset  of  the  show.  He  also  sent  a second 
tape  on  which  he  explained  details  of  this  year’s  writ- 
ing competition.  Pearlman  had  rewritten  the  rules  for  the 
writing  contest  and  also  had  overseen  submission  and 
judging  of  entries. 

The  “Trite  Show”  came  complete  with  “spon- 
sors,” including  such  fictitious  but  all-too-familiar  firms 
as  the  International  Monetary  Mint  of  Money  Back,  Pa., 
which  offered  Bash-goers  a once-in-a-lifetime  opportu- 
nity to  acquire  “a  limited  quantity  of  Susan  B.  Anthony 
dollars”  just  unearthed  in  the  deep  recesses  of  a long- 
forgotten  Treasury  vault. 

Another  “sponsor,”  Dippidy  Doo  coin  cleaner, 
assured  prospective  purchasers  that  this  product  “re- 
moves all  traces  of  metal  from  the  coin  and  leaves  only 
the  scintillating,  fiery  rainbow  of  surface  discoloration 
known  in  the  trade  as  ‘toning.’ 

“Dippidy  Doo  is  the  only  coin  cleaner  on  the 
market  without  a money-back  guarantee,”  announcer 
Herbert  confided,  “because  when  you  use  Dippidy  Doo 
coin  cleaner,  there  won’t  be  anything  left  of  your  money 
to  get  back.” 

Herbert  and  Ed  Reiter  authored  much  of  the 
script  for  the  Bash,  and  Reiter  also  made  a cameo  ap- 
pearance in  one  of  the  skits.  Appearing  in  his  real-life 
role  as  Numismatics  columnist  for  The  New  York  Times, 
he  chatted  with  Nawrocki  about  a make-believe  auction 
sale  that  sounded  suspiciously  similar  to  the  Bowers  & 
Ruddy  sale  of  the  famous  Eliasberg  Collection.  This 
sale,  Reiter  said,  would  be  featuring  the  well-known 
Anonymous  Collection  (a  not-so-subtle  reference  to  the 
fact  that  B&R  is  prohibited  from  mentioning  the  name 
“Eliasberg”  in  its  publicity). 

The  Anonymous  Collection,  Reiter  told 


Nawrocki,  is  “the  only  complete  date-and-mint  collec- 
tion of  Mint  State-70  United  States  clad  coins.”  These, 
he  explained,  are  “sandwich-type  coins,  like  the  ones  in 
our  pockets”  - then,  reaching  into  his  pocket,  he  pulled 
out  two  slices  of  bread  with  a filling  of  coins. 

Chuck  O'Donnell  stumbled  onstage  in  the  guise 
of  “The  Great  O'Donnell,”  and  proceeded  to  astonish 
the  audience  with  his  uncanny  knack  for  matching  up 
answers  with  questions. 

Given  the  answer  “Pope  John,”  he  needed  just 
two  seconds  to  divine  the  proper  question:  “What  do  you 
call  the  powder  room  in  the  Mint  director’s  office?” 

“Amos  and  Andes”  was  one  of  the  other  answers 
- and  again  The  Great  O’Donnell  knew  the  question: 
“What  do  you  get  when  you  cross  Coin  World  with  The 
Franklin  Mint?” 

Following  O’Donnell’s  flawless  feat,  “Ed  Mc- 
Mahon'’ Herbert  raised  the  viewers’  eyebrows  yet  again 
by  revealing  that  the  Mint  has  had  to  redesign  the  reverse 
of  the  new  George  Washington  commemorative  coin. 
Pressed  by  Nawrocki  for  details,  he  finally  unveiled  an 
oversized  sketch  of  the  new  look:  a closeup  view  of  the 
backside  of  Washington’s  horse. 

At  one  dramatic  point,  the  “regular  program- 
ming” was  interrupted  when  a large  wooden  crate  arrived 
for  Virginia  Culver.  Paul  Whitnah,  the  Guild’s  outgoing 
executive  director,  summoned  her  front  and  center  to  re- 
ceive and  open  the  crate  - and  she  burst  into  laughter 
when  she  saw  its  precious  cargo:  a well-traveled  French 
newspaper  that  she  and  Margo  Russell  have  been  send- 
ing back  and  forth  ever  since  they  found  it  on  an  airplane 
years  ago. 

Later  in  the  evening,  Virginia  was  summoned  to 
the  podium  again  - this  time  to  accept  a rubber  chicken 
on  behalf  of  the  absent  Mary  Brooks.  The  chicken,  she 
was  told,  was  intended  as  a mate  for  the  one  Mary  got 
some  years  ago  from  the  Guild. 

Other  Guild  members  got  “joke  gifts,”  too.  Chet 
Krause,  for  example,  received  a box  of  Arm  ‘n’  Ham- 
mer baking  soda  - for  use  in  cleaning  his  1984  Olympic 


In  a more  serious  vein,  but  still  with  overtones  of 
humor,  Arlie  Slabaugh  came  forward  to  deliver  a belated 
acceptance  speech  for  last  year’s  Clemy  Award  - and 
also  to  announce  the  name  of  this  year’s  winner.  Read- 
ing what  he  called  “The  Gospel  According  to  Arlie,”  he 
outlined  in  tongue-in-cheek  Biblical  terms  the  history  of 
the  Clemy  Award  and  the  process  of  selecting  the  1982 
recipient,  then,  at  length,  disclosed  that  the  winner  was 
...  Eric  Newman! 

Newman  strode  to  the  podium  and  the  two  men 
embraced  in  one  of  the  emotional  high  points  of  this 
year’s  Bash. 

The  “Trite  Show,”  like  the  “Tonight  Show,”  had 
a touch  of  musical  entertainment,  as  well.  This  was  pro- 
vided in  part  by  Eddie  Martin  ...  an  employee  of  Posi- 
tive Protection,  the  ANA  security  service  ...  who  sang 
a musical  tribute  to  John  Gabarron.  By  the  end  of  the 
number,  Gabarron  had  come  to  the  front  of  the  room  to 
acknowledge  his  friend’s  serenade. 

For  a full-fledged  production  number  to  wind  up 
the  proceedings,  emcee  Nawrocki  turned  to  those  peren- 
nial show-stoppers,  “The  Girls,”  and  they  unloosed  a skit 
with  a Boston  Tea  Party  flavor  - a most  fitting  climax, 
since  this  year’s  Bash  was  billed  as  just  that:  the  Boston 
Tea  Party. 

Eva  Adams  couldn't  join  her  “sisters”  on  stage, 
so  only  six  were  left  to  carry  on.  They  played  their  parts 
so  well,  though  ...  and  so  dynamically  ...  that  the  viewers 
could  have  sworn  there  were  10  of  them.  By  happy  co- 
incidence, their  skit  - accented  by  colorful  Indian  garb 
- was  “Ten  Little  Indians.” 

En  route  to  the  stage,  the  Indian  maidens  show- 
ered the  audience  with  tea  bags,  thereby  providing  more 
frugal  Bash-goers  with  the  makings  of  after-show  re- 
freshment. 

Intended  or  not,  the  gesture  was  symbolic  in  a 
sense:  It  underscored  the  fact  that  this  year’s  Bash  was 
very  much  the  viewers’  cup  of  tea. 

### 


coins. 


TREASURE  HUNTERS  OR  GOLD  DIGGERS? 

Traveling  buyer’s  promises  of  ‘ top  dollar’ for  precious  metals  not  kept 


( EDITOR  S NOTE:  Jerry  Jordan,  news  editor  of  The  Exam- 
iner, a newspaper  in  Beaumont,  Texas,  won  multiple  awards 
in  the  2010  NLG  Writers  ’ Competition  for  a series  of  articles 
exposing  the  abuses  practiced  by  itinerant  gold  and  jewelry 
buyers  who  travel  from  city  to  city  fleecing  the  unwary,  as 
well  as  related  reports  on  Fox  4 KBTV  News  in  Beaumont. 
Following  is  one  of  the  articles  in  the  Examiner  series.) 

By  Jerry  Jordan 

With  full-page  ads  disguised  as  legitimate  news  arti- 
cles in  newspapers  across  the  country,  coupled  with  live  pro- 
motions on  local  radio  stations  promising  to  pay  “top  dollar” 
for  unwanted  gold  and  silver,  an  Illinois-based  company  has 
returned  to  Beaumont  but  is  paying  only  a small  fraction  of 
the  actual  value  of  precious  metals  and  other  items,  a month- 
long investigation  by  The  Examiner  has  found. 

The  newspaper  began  looking  into  Treasure  Hunt- 
ers Roadshow  (THR),  also  known  as  Ohio  Valley  Gold  and 
Silver  Refinery,  on  Dec.  9,  2009,  after  it  set  up  shop  in  a 
meeting  room  at  the  Comfort  Suites  on  Walden  Road.  Using 
three  of  its  employees  and  asking  for  help  from  Universal 
Coin  & Bullion’s  Mike  Fuljenz,  one  of  the  leading  numis- 
matists in  the  country,  to  determine  if  the  claims  were  true, 
the  newspaper  took  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  collectible 
gold  and  silver  coins  to  four  THR  events  in  two  states. 

The  findings  revealed  that  promises  of  big  money 
weren't  really  true,  and  in  each  encounter  the  money  offered 
was  nearly  a third  of  the  actual  value  of  the  items  being  pre- 
sented for  sale.  And  in  one  situation,  where  $1 ,550  in  coins 
was  offered  for  sale  on  the  same  day  at  two  separate  THR 
events  40  miles  apart,  the  second  buyer  from  THR  offered 
less  than  half  of  what  the  first  buyer  did,  and  the  first  of- 
fer was  still  60  percent  lower  than  the  coins'  actual  market 
value,  according  to  Fuljenz  and  the  listed  bid  prices  at  three 
other  top  coin  dealers  in  the  United  States,  including  Heri- 
tage Auction  Galleries  of  Dallas  - the  world’s  largest  col- 
lectibles auctioneer. 

Dec.  9 and  11  Investigation  - Beaumont 

During  THR's  first  trip  to  Beaumont  on  Dec.  9,  the 
newspaper  brought  in  2.35  ounces  of  gold  bullion  in  the 
form  of  double  eagle  gold  coins.  At  the  time,  the  spot  price 
of  gold  was  about  $1 ,138  per  ounce.  The  floor  manager  in- 
dicated that  the  employee  already  had  an  idea  of  what  the 
gold  bullion  was  worth  and  offered  8 percent  below  spot 
gold  prices  or  $2,466.71 . The  newspaper  also  brought  in  a 
14k  gold  22-inch  rope  chain  that  weighed  22  grams  and  was 
valued  at  $4 1 8 as  well  as  a 1 923  Gorham  1 2-inch  round  ster- 


ling silver  platter  that  weighed  505  grams,  making  it  worth 
$283. 

A THR  buyer  refused  to  provide  a printout  showing 
the  items  and  the  offer  being  made,  but  the  buyer  offered 
$42.30  for  the  gold  chain  and  $71.71  for  the  sterling  silver 
platter. 

Later  that  same  day,  another  employee  from  The 
Examiner  visited  the  THR  event  and  asked  if  the  compa- 
ny was  interested  in  buying  six  gold  and  silver  collectible 
coins.  The  coins,  which  had  been  priced  by  Fuljenz  using 
spot-price  data  for  that  day  from  Heritage  Auction  Galler- 
ies, The  Dillon  Gage  Group  and  The  Coin  Dealer  Newslet- 
ter, were  valued  at  $4,927.  Included  in  the  cache  of  coins 
were  a 1937  Buffalo  nickel  NGC-graded  MS66  condition 
and  valued  at  $50,  an  NGC-graded  MS69  Silver  Eagle  coin 
valued  at  $27;  a 1902-0  PCGS-graded  MS64  silver  dollar 
coin  valued  at  $50;  an  1899-0  PCGS-graded  MS64  silver 
dollar  coin  valued  at  $50;  a 1928  Indian  Head  $2.50  gold 
coin  in  PCGS-graded  MS64  condition  valued  at  $1 ,300  and 
a 1903  MS64  $20  gold  Liberty  coin  in  PCGS-graded  MS64 
condition  valued  at  $3,450. 

After  about  30  minutes  of  price  checking  and  re- 
search by  two  employees  of  THR,  The  Examiner’s  employ- 
ee was  offered  $1 ,400  for  all  six  coins  - 70  percent  less  than 
their  value  on  the  open  market. 

Fuljenz,  whose  company  does  more  than  $56  mil- 
lion a year  in  gold  and  silver  transactions,  said  the  offer  was 
ridiculous. 

“What  we  show  those  coins  being  valued  at  is  what 
each  one  of  us  would  buy  that  coin  for  today  from  anyone 
walking  in  or  calling  us  on  the  phone,”  Fuljenz  said.  “They 
aren’t  even  offering  the  scrap  value  for  some  of  these  coins. 
And  you  can  see  what  they  were  offering  for  the  gold  chain. 
They  were  way  below  what  the  melt  value  was.” 

Later  that  week,  Fuljenz  brought  in  dozens  of  coins 
including  proof  sets  from  1974  through  1990,  a 1984  Olym- 
pics Prestige  six-coin  proof  set  and  a 1987  Prestige  six-coin 
proof  set  - all  of  which  THR  refused  to  buy. 

However,  they  did  buy  a 1925  silver  dollar  valued 
at  $16  for  $9;  two  sets  of  two-coin  proof  U.S.  Constitution 
coins  valued  at  $560  for  $490;  a 1983  $10  gold  Canadian 
Maple  Leaf  coin  valued  at  $280  for  $275  and  a 1908-D  $5 
Indian  Head  gold  coin  in  PCGS-graded  MS63  condition 
valued  at  $1 ,800  for  $450. 

“That  is  where  they  are  getting  people,”  Fuljenz 
said.  “They  have  to  be  fairly  close  on  the  bullion  prices  be- 


cause  that  is  easy  to  check  out,  but  when  they  look  up  these 
collector  coins,  which  are  worth  a lot  more  than  their  actual 
gold  value,  they  are  offering  people  pennies  on  the  dollar. 
That  package  of  coins  was  valued  at  about  $2,656  and  they 
wrote  me  a check  for  $1 ,224  [54  percent  less  than  their  val- 
ue]. And  they  didn't  ask  for  identification  even  after  I asked 
them  to  make  the  check  out  to  my  dead  grandmother’s  es- 
tate.” 

Fuljenz,  who  taught  courses  for  18  years  on  how 
to  grade  coins,  said,  “I  have  not  seen  competence  in  their 
appraisals  of  the  coins  that  I brought  in.  If  you  are  going  to 
have  your  coins  appraised,  go  to  someone  who  knows  what 
they  are  doing.  These  people  are  not  specialists  or  experts  in 
this  field.  The  lady  didn’t  even  look  at  the  back  side  of  the 
coin  to  see  if  it  had  a mint  mark  or  hold  it  up  to  the  light  to 
see  if  it  had  any  luster. 

“You  know,  ask  for  a list  of  the  company’s  awards 
and  memberships.  Hey,  they  didn’t  even  have  the  address  of 
the  company  or  why  they  are  experts  at  what  they  do  posted. 
Does  it  make  you  feel  better  when  you  walk  into  a doctor’s 
office  or  a lawyer’s  office  and  you  see  that  they  are  board- 
certified?  And  get  a second  opinion  even  if  you  come  to  me 
first.” 

Jan.  7 Investigation  - Marshall,  Texas 

To  help  further  The  Examiner’s  investigation, 
Fuljenz  provided  the  newspaper  with  even  more  coins  that 
could  be  taken  to  other  THR  events  being  held  in  North- 
east Texas  and  Northwest  Louisiana.  The  coins  included 
two  proof  sets  from  1954  and  1955  valued  at  $80  apiece  at 
the  time;  a 1902-0  PCGS-graded  MS64  silver  dollar  valued 
at  $50;  a certified  1937  Buffalo  nickel  in  MS66  condition 
valued  at  $50  and  a 1928  gold  Indian  Head  $2.50  coin  in 
PCGS-graded  MS64  condition  valued  at  $1,300.  The  total 
value  of  the  package  was  $1 ,560. 

THR  held  its  Marshall  event  at  The  Party  Place,  and 
a half-dozen  people  were  waiting  in  line  to  find  out  how 
much  their  items  might  be  worth.  Because  THR  also  ad- 
vertises that  it  buys  collectible  items  like  old  toys,  antique 
weapons,  pottery,  watches  and  other  items,  there  was  a vari- 
ety of  things  being  offered  for  sale. 

Using  a hidden  video  camera,  The  Examiner’s  em- 
ployee recorded  the  30-minute  interaction  with  Montez  (last 
name  unknown),  who  was  one  of  the  buyers  at  the  event. 
After  speaking  with  the  floor  manager,  who  is  sitting  be- 
hind the  potential  sellers  to  gain  an  overall  view  of  the  room, 
Montez  offered  $640  for  the  coin  package. 

The  Examiner  employee  said  he  wanted  to  ask  his 
wife  and  would  likely  return  later  that  afternoon  or  the  fol- 
lowing day. 


Shreveport,  La. 

On  the  same  day,  about  45  miles  away  in  Shreve- 
port, THR  had  also  set  up  shop  in  the  Best  Western  Chateau 
Inn.  It  was  an  hour  drive  and  then  more  than  an  hour  wait  to 
speak  with  a THR  buyer  at  the  second  location. 

But  once  inside  the  room,  which  had  been  set  up 
with  several  tables  staffed  by  THR  buyers,  the  Examiner 
employee  presented  the  exact  same  coin  package  that  had 
been  offered  two  hours  before  in  Marshall. 

During  that  interaction,  a female  buyer  with  THR  at 
first  offered  less  than  $200  for  the  coins  but  after  the  floor 
manager  Tony  got  involved,  he  upped  the  offer  to  $300. 

“I  want  to  see  these;  the  more  I pay  you,  the  more 
I make,”  Tony  said  as  he  picked  up  the  $2.50  gold  Indian 
Head  coin,  the  1902-0  MS64  silver  dollar  and  1937  MS66 
Buffalo  nickel. 

The  new  offer  was  less  than  half  of  what  had  been 
made  by  THR  buyers  in  Marshall. 

The  Examiner’s  employee  told  Tony  that  he  would 
have  to  think  about  it  and  wanted  to  speak  with  his  wife, 
who  was  working  close  by  and  would  come  back  later.  After 
being  gone  for  an  hour,  Tony  called  the  Examiner  employ- 
ee’s cellphone  and  asked  for  reassurance  that  he  was  going 
to  return  to  sell  the  coins. 

Jan.  12  Investigation  - Beaumont 

The  newspaper  had  hoped  to  visit  more  events,  but 
when  THR  returned  to  Beaumont  this  week  and  began  buy- 
ing gold  at  the  Courtyard  by  Marriott,  it  pushed  forward 
with  the  publication  of  its  article. 

Three  hours  into  its  first  day  of  operations  on  its 
second  trip  to  Beaumont,  the  newspaper  sent  in  a fourth  em- 
ployee posing  as  a college  student  needing  money  for  books. 
To  help  document  the  encounter,  she  used  a hidden  camera 
to  capture  the  encounter. 

The  newspaper  employee  met  with  Barbara  Wright, 
who  evaluated  the  same  set  of  coins  that  had  been  taken  to 
the  THR  events  in  Marshall  and  Shreveport,  La.,  valued  at 
$1,560.  The  employee  had  also  brought  in  a 20-inch  14k 
gold  rope  chain  that  had  also  been  provided  by  Fuljenz  and 
had  purchase  offers  for  $325  from  U.S.  Coins  in  Houston, 
making  the  total  package  worth  $1 ,885. 

After  about  30  minutes,  Wright  offered  to  buy  the 
coins  and  the  gold  chain  for  a total  of  $309,  but  when  the 
newspaper’s  employee  balked  at  the  amount,  Wright  upped 
her  final  offer  to  $419.56.  Written  in  Wright’s  own  hand- 
writing was  a slip  of  paper  breaking  down  the  prices  THR 
was  willing  to  pay  for  each  coin  and  the  necklace.  The  offer 
for  the  necklace  was  $150  and  the  offer  for  the  gold  coin 


was  $195.  The  remaining  coins  made  up  the  balance  of  the 
otter,  including  the  proof  sets  valued  at  $80  apiece,  which 
1HR  had  broken  apart  and  was  offering  less  than  $25  for 
both. 

When  Wright  went  to  talk  with  her  floor  manager, 
whose  name  was  Keith,  about  what  to  pay  for  the  coins,  he 
said,  “You  know  gold  is  going  up  but  coins  are  going  down. 
...  It’s  sad  but  it's  true.” 

That  may  be  the  contention  of  buyers  from  THR, 
but  it  is  directly  contrary  to  the  company’s  own  advertise- 
ments that  ran  in  the  Beaumont  Enterprise  and  the  Beau- 
mont Journal  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  13,  2010  - the  day  after 
The  Examiner  went  in  to  see  how  much  it  would  offer  for  its 
coins. 

The  headline  in  an  advertisement  that  was  disguised 
to  look  like  a news  story  read,  “Silver  and  Gold  Coin  Prices 
Up  During  Poor  Economy.” 

Attempts  to  reach  Beaumont  Enterprise  publisher 
John  Newhouse  on  his  cellphone  for  comments  regarding 
THR's  advertisements  were  unsuccessful.  However,  in  its 
most  recent  ads  in  the  Enterprise  and  the  Journal,  the  THR 
advertisements  were  labeled  as  such. 

Local  Gold  Buyers 

And  when  The  Examiner  brought  the  same  items  to 
EZ  Pawn  on  College  Street  and  to  Heartfield  Fine  Jewelry 
on  Calder,  it  was  offered  three  times  what  THR  was  giving 
as  its  best  deal. 

An  employee  at  EZ  Pawn  said  the  store  pays  be- 
tween $12  and  $15  per  gram  for  scrap  gold,  like  the  14k  gold 
chain  that  was  presented  to  THR. 

At  Heartfield's,  the  price  per  gram  on  the  scrap  gold 
chain  worked  out  to  be  $15.88  for  a total  of  $270.  Heart- 
field  also  offered  $800  for  the  $2.50  Indian  Head  gold  coin, 
where  THR  offered  only  $195.  In  fact,  Heartfield's  total  of- 
fer was  $1 ,331 , compared  with  THR’s  offer  of  $419.56. 

“I  hold  back  about  20  percent  because  I have  to 
make  a profit,”  said  Carl  Heartfield,  owner. 

Heartfield  said  he  used  to  travel  around  buying  gold 
and  silver  at  events  like  the  one  THR  is  holding  in  Beau- 
mont, but  he  said  there  is  a right  way  and  a wrong  way  to  do 
business. 

“When  you  see  someone  come  in  here  twice  in  three 
months,  they  are  absolutely  making  a killing,”  Heartfield 
said.  "I  have  been  here  for  30  years  and  I would  tell  people 
that  they  need  to  sell  stuff  locally.  You  have  to  shop  it.  You 
can’t  just  go  run  to  a hotel.  If  you  see  a big  display  like  that, 
then  you  know  something  is  up.  It  is  kind  of  like  the  Cash 
for  Gold.  Those  guys  make  billions  of  dollars.  We  are  here 


to  make  money,  but  we  are  not  here  to  take  advantage  of 
people.  We  have  people  come  in  here  who  say  they  didn’t 
have  any  idea  what  they  had  was  worth  so  much.  I could  buy 
it  for  half  of  that,  but  I don't.  What’s  fair  is  fair.  I think  this 
is  one  of  those  cases  where  it  should  be  ‘seller  beware.’” 

THR  & Associates’  History 

THR  has  a history  of  writing  checks  that  it  couldn't 
cover  but  Matthew  Enright,  THR’s  vice  president  of  media 
relations,  said  the  situation  involved  a bank  transfer  from 
Ohio  Valley  Gold  and  Silver  Refinery  to  THR’s  account  and 
was  resolved.  According  to  records  from  the  Illinois  Secre- 
tary of  State’s  Web  site,  Treasure  Hunters  Roadshow  and 
Ohio  Valley  Gold  and  Silver  Refinery  are  listed  as  assumed 
business  names  under  the  same  corporate  charter  for  THR  & 
Associates  in  Athens,  111.  And  while  there  have  not  yet  been 
any  formal  complaints  filed  against  the  company,  THR  has 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  Illinois  Attorney  General’s  Of- 
fice. 

“We  have  received  a couple  of  calls  this  week  and 
media  inquiries  and  I believe  they  are  touring  in  your  area,” 
said  Natalie  Bauer,  Illinois  Attorney  General,  Deputy  Press 
Secretary.  “What  I can  tell  you  is  that  we  don’t  have  any 
consumer  complaints  against  the  company  but  we  are  moni- 
toring their  activity.  And  we  strongly  encourage  consumers 
who  have  interactions  with  this  company  or  concerns  to 
contact  our  office.  So,  if  there  are  any  individuals  out  there 
who  have  had  any  situations,  then  I would  encourage  them 
to  get  in  touch  with  our  consumer  fraud  bureau. 

“It  is  really  important  for  consumers  to  do  their 
homework  when  they  are  selling  an  item  that  is  important 
to  them.  They  need  to  get  several  opinions  about  what  the 
value  of  their  items  are  if  they  wish  to  sell  them,  so  they 
are  ensured  that  they  have  informed  themselves  and  can 
walk  away  if  they  don’t  like  what  is  being  offered.  We  are 
continuing  monitoring  and  we  would  especially  welcome 
consumers  who  have  had  issues  or  previous  employees  to 
contact  our  office  because  as  I have  said,  we  unfortunately 
don’t  have  any  complaints  at  this  point.  So  anybody  who 
has  valuable  information  about  their  business  practices,  we 
would  definitely  be  interested  in  that  information.” 

THR  and  the  BBB 

THR  has  also  run  afoul  of  the  Better  Business  Bu- 
reau and  was  required  to  remove  the  BBB  logo  from  its  Web 
site  because  it  is  not  an  accredited  business.  And  in  July  and 
August  2009,  the  BBB  challenged  THR's  advertising  prac- 
tices of  using  legitimate-looking  articles  of  interest  without 
indicating  they  were  actually  advertisements.  Enright  said 
those  issues  with  the  BBB  have  been  addressed. 

But  The  Examiner  found  faux  news  articles  printed 
in  the  Beaumont  Enterprise  when  the  group  visited  Beau- 
mont back  on  Dec.  9.  The  faux  news  articles  were  written  by 
a “Staff  Writer”  named  Christina  Butler,  but  the  Beaumont 


Enterprise  does  not  have  any  staff  writer  named  Christina 
Butler. 

When  confronted  with  that  information,  Enright 
said  Butler  worked  forTHR. 

“Yes,  they  do  [look  like  news  stories],  but  do  you 
know  how  many  companies  are  out  there  that  do  advertori- 
als, which  is  what  ours  is,”  Enright  said.  “We  send  our  ads 
over  as  paid  advertisements  from  here  on  out.  Ever  since 
we  got  that  issue,  we  send  them  over;  however,  it  is  up  to 
the  newspaper.  And  this  is  what  the  lady  from  the  BBB  told 
us;  she  said,  Technically  you  guys  can  do  that  because  it 
doesn’t  matter.  You  guys  can  advertise  however  you  want. 
But  it  is  up  to  the  newspaper  to  put  the  paid  advertisement 
on  there.’  That  is  what  our  rep  from  the  BBB  told  us.” 

A further  search  of  local  newspaper  articles  found 
the  Port  Arthur  News  ran  the  exact  same  faux-news  article 
written  by  Christina  Butler  on  June  28, 2009,  when  the  com- 
pany was  buying  gold,  silver  and  other  items  six  months 
earlier  at  the  Comfort  Inn  in  Port  Arthur. 

The  headline  read,  “Local  residents  in  amaze- 
ment yesterday  as  Collectors  provide  a stimulus  package 
to  Beaumont!” 

An  Internet  search  using  all  of  the  same  words 
with  the  exception  of  “Beaumont”  revealed  the  exact  same 
ad  had  also  run  in  Bloomington,  Monroe  County,  Ind.;  in 
Martinsville,  Va.;  and  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Additionally,  the  same  people  were  named  in  each 
faux  news  story  as  selling  coins  or  other  items  the  previ- 
ous day  as  if  the  event  was  fresh  news  despite  the  ads  were 
months  apart. 

Enright  said  it  was  also  great  that  the  newspaper  was 
able  to  get  three  different  prices  from  three  different  events 
using  the  same  coins  at  each  event. 

“That’s  great.  Everything  varies  upon  markets  so  it 
depends  on  the  day  of  the  week,”  Enright  said.  “It  depends 
on  who  you  are  talking  to  and  who  has  more  knowledge 
and  who  doesn’t.  So,  things  are  going  to  be  different.  Each 
person  is  going  to  be  different  so  that  is  great  news.  That 
just  goes  to  show  you  that  we  don't  buy  the  same  way  every 
single  time  we  go  to  a town.” 

When  asked  why  there  was  such  a disparity  between 
the  events  in  Marshall  and  Shreveport,  La.,  on  the  same  day, 
Enright  paused.  He  then  followed  up  with,  “Sure,  do  you 
know  who  you  spoke  to  at  the  one  show?  Like  I said,  it  var- 
ies from  town  to  town  and  it  varies  on  market  conditions. 
Do  you  know  what  the  market  was  like  when  you  first  went 
there?  Did  you  study  the  markets  when  you  first  went  there 
before  you  took  your  coins  in?  Obviously,  each  show  is  go- 
ing to  be  different.  If  one  offered  you  $644  and  the  other  of- 
fered you  $300,  it  is  all  about  pricing.  It  is  just  a price  - you 


can  take  it  or  leave  it.” 

Even  Enright  said  that  people  should  shop  around, 
but  he  believed  his  organization  had  the  resources  and  the 
ability  to  “pay  more  than  anybody  else  in  the  country.” 

“Number  one,  for  the  sheer  fact  that  we  own  our 
own  refinery,  and  number  two,  we  have  collector  databases 
from  around  the  world.  Again,  it  is  just  an  offer;  it  is  not 
something  that  they  have  to  take  or  they  have  to  commit 
to.” 

Michael  Clayton,  president  and  CEO  of  the  Better 
Business  Bureau  in  Southeast  Texas,  warned  against  visit- 
ing the  THR  event,  saying  that  he  questioned  whether  its 
practices  were  ethical. 

“What  they  are  doing  is  not  considered  illegal,  but 
may  be  somewhat  unethical  as  they  take  advantage  of  con- 
sumers who  are  not  educated  in  the  value  of  their  precious 
metals  and  antiques,”  Clayton  said.  “The  sad  thing  is  that  so 
many  of  these  organizations  like  this  one  are  preying  on  a 
group  of  people  that  are  financially  looking  for  some  income 
and  they  take  the  first  offer  rather  than  going  in  and  talking 
with  some  local  people  like  Mike  Fuljenz  or  Heartfield’s  or 
Brian  over  at  Alter’s  Jewelry  to  get  a local,  reputable  esti- 
mate of  what  the  product  might  be  worth. 

“They  [THR]  just  figure  you  don’t  know  what  they 
are  worth  so  they  say  ‘Here’s  300  bucks’  and  you  get  cash 
money  and  you  are  out  of  there.” 

Coin  World  editor  Beth  Deisher  said  she  encourages 
people  to  use  every  possible  resource  to  find  out  how  much 
their  items  are  worth.  She  said  that  gold  and  silver  values 
fluctuate,  but  people  can  get  a general  idea  of  what  some- 
thing is  worth,  as  well  as  find  out  the  exact  price  of  gold  at 
intervals  throughout  the  day. 

“There  is  plenty  of  information  for  consumers  to 
find  out  what  the  daily  spot  price  of  gold  and  silver  is  that 
can  be  found  on  the  Internet  at  20-minute  intervals,”  De- 
isher said.  “You  can  check  a Web  site  like  ours,  which  also 
posts  the  updates  every  20  minutes.  But  they  also  would  do 
well  to  purchase  a price  guide  and  books  that  show  them 
how  much  gold  is  in  a particular  coin.  I think  that  is  where 
most  people  have  a problem.  They  have  an  old  gold  coin  or 
a silver  dollar  and  they  have  no  idea  what  its  current  value 
is.  Some  of  the  coins  that  are  highly  collectible,  which  you 
have  obviously  found  out,  and  are  worth  far  more  than  the 
precious  metals  value.  It  is  my  understanding  that  some  of 
what  you  have  experienced  is  that  they  are  not  even  paying 
what  would  be  the  value  of  the  precious  metals  in  the  coin. 

“Typically  people  like  this  will  ask,  ‘Well,  what  do 
you  want  for  it?’  And  if  you  don't  have  a clue,  then  you  are 
probably  going  to  get  taken.” 


BOOKS 


2010  NLG  AWARDS 


BOOK  OF  THE  YEAR 

The  work  having  the  greatest  potential  impact  on 
numismatics: 

Whitman  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  Paper  Money, 
by  Q.  David  Bowers 

BEST  SPECIALIZED  BOOK: 

United  States  Coins:  The  Washington  Pattern  Coinage 
of  Peter  Getz , by  George  Fuld 

World  Coins:  Curious  Currency , 
by  Robert  D.  Leonard  Jr. 

U.S.  Paper  Money:  The  Paper  Republic, 
by  James  P.  Bevill 

World  Paper  Money:  World  Paper  Money  Errors, 
by  Morland  C.  Fischer 

Tokens  and  Medals:  West  Virginia  Merchant  Tokens, 
by  David  E.  Schenkman 

Numismatic  Investments:  Indian  Gold  Coins  of  the 
20th  Century,  by  Mike  Fuljenz 

EXTRAORDINARY  MERIT: 

A Guide  to  the  Varieties  of  the  1878  Carson  City 
Morgan  Dollars,  by  John  Roberts 

Alaska  and  Yukon  Tokens,  by  Ronald  J.  Benice 

Coins  and  Precious  Metal  Values  2010 , 
by  Jim  Kingsland 

Collecting  & Investment  Strategies  for  Barber  Dimes, 
by  Jeff  Ambio 

Fascinating  Facts,  Mysteries  & Myths  About  U.S. 
Coins,  by  Robert  R.  Van  Ryzin 

Gobrecht  Dollars , by  Mark  Van  Winkle  with  Michael 
L.  Carboneau,  James  C.  Gray,  John  Dannreuther  and 
Saul  Teichman 


Gold:  Everything  You  Need  to  Know  to  Buy  and  Sell 
Today,  by  Jeff  Garrett  and  Q.  David  Bowers 

King  of  Eagles,  by  Dean  Albanese 

Numismatic  Finds  of  the  Americas, 
by  John  M.  Kleeberg 

Over  struck  Greek  Coins, 
by  David  Macdonald 

Socialist  Republic  of  Viet  Nam  Coins  & Currency, 

by  Howard  A.  Daniel  III 

Standard  Catalog  of  United  States  Paper  Money,  28th 
Edition,  by  George  S.  Cuhaj;  William  Brandimore, 
Market  Analyst 

The  Flying  Eagle  & Indian  Cent  Attribution  Guide,  2nd 
Edition,  by  Richard  E.  Snow 

U.S.  COMMERCIAL  NIJMTSMATTC 

MAGAZINES 

BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES  OF  ARTICLES: 

Coins:  “ Brenner's  Time-Honored  Lincoln,”  Tom 
Lamarre,  Coins  Magazine 

Tokens  & Medals:  “ Benedetto  Pistrucci,”  David  T. 
Alexander,  CO  IN  age 

Paper  Money:  “Signs  of  Progress,”  Jon  Blackwell, 

CO  IN  age 

BEST  COLUMN:  “My  Two  Cents' Worth,”  Ed  Reiter, 
COIN  age 

BEST  ISSUE:  COINage,  August  2009,  Ed  Reiter, 
Senior  Editor;  Marcy  Gibbel,  Managing  Editor 

WORLD  COMMERCIAL  NUMISMATIC 

MAGAZINES 

BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES  OF  ARTICLES: 


Coins:  “The  Walls  ofNicea,”  Walter  Holt.  The  Celator 
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Tokens  & Medals:  “ Mercado  Libre  Search  Produces 
Medals,”  Donald  Dool,  World  Coin  News 

Paper  Money:  “Is  This  a Baroness  I See  Before  Me?,  ” 
Kerry  Rodgers,  Australasian  Coin  & Banknote  Magazine 

BEST  COLUMN:  “World  Destinations ,”  Howard 
Berlin,  Worldwide  Coins 

BEST  ISSUE:  Australasian  Coin  & Banknote  Maga- 
zine, April  2010,  John  Mulhall,  Editor 

NON-PROFIT  OR  CITJB  NUMISMATIC 

PUBLICATIONS 

BEST  ARTICLE,  LARGE  PUBLICATIONS: 

“Dutch  Treat,  ” Eric  Goldstein  and  Joseph  Lasser,  The 
Numismatist 

BEST  COLUMN,  LARGE  PUBLICATIONS: 

“USA  Coin  Album,”  David  Lange,  The  Numismatist 

BEST  ISSUE,  LARGE  PUBLICATIONS:  Paper 
Money,  March-April  2010,  Fred  Reed,  Editor 

BEST  ARTICLE,  SMALL  PUBLICATIONS:  “The 
Life  and  Coins  ofStandish  Barry,”  Max  B.  Spiegel, 

The  Colonial  Newsletter 

BEST  COLUMN,  SMALL  PUBLICATIONS: 

“Introduction  by  the  Editor,  ” Harry  Salyards,  Penny-Wise 

BEST  ISSUE,  SMALL  PUBLICATIONS:  (Tie) 

Curry’s  Chronicle,  Carson  City  Coin  Collectors  of 
America,  Summer  2009,  Rusty  Goe,  Editor,  and  The 
John  Reich  Journal,  December  2009,  Brad  Karoleff, 
Editor 


NUMISMATIC  NEWSPAPERS: 

BEST  SPOT  NEWS  STORY  OR  CONTINUING 
COVERAGE  OF  DEVELOPING  STORY  IN 
NUMISMATICS:  “ANA  Continues  to  Weather  a 
Legal  Storm,”  Steven  Roach,  Coin  World 


BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES  OF  ARTICLES: 

Coins:  “New  Information  on  the  Gobrecht  Dollars,  ” 
R.W.  Julian,  Numismatic  News 

Tokens  & Medals:  “1864  Campaign  Items  Recall 
Fight  Lincoln  Expected  to  Lose,”  Fred  Reed,  Coin 
World 

Paper  Money:  “Research  Solves  Identity  Mystery,” 
Barbara  A.  Bither,  Bank  Note  Reporter 

BEST  COLUMN:  “Shades  of  the  Blue  and  Grey,” 
Fred  L.  Reed  III,  Bank  Note  Reporter 

BEST  ISSUE:  Bank  Note  Reporter,  January  2010 , 
Robert  R.  Van  Ryzin,  Editor 

COMPUTER  SOFTWARE  AND  INTER- 

NET WEB  SITES 

BEST  WEB  SITE  ARTICLE:  Investigative  Report  on 
Hotel  Coin  Buyers,  Jerry  Jordan,  www.theexaminer.com 

BEST  DEALER  WEB  SITE:  www.indiancent.com , 
Richard  Snow,  Eagle  Eye  Rare  Coins 

BEST  NON  COMMERCIAL  WEB  SITE:  WWW. 
money.org,  American  Numismatic  Association, 

David  Lighty 

BEST  TRADE  PRESS  WEB  SITE:  www.Whitman- 
CoinCollecting.com,  Whitman  Coin  Products,  David 
Crenshaw,  General  Manager 

BEST  SOFTWARE:  “Heritage  Live,”  Paul  Minshull, 
Matt  Jackson,  Ryan  Sokol  and  Michael  Weems, 
Heritage  Auction  Galleries 

AUCTION  CATALOGS 

BEST  AUCTION  CATALOG,  COINS  AND  CUR- 
RENCY: “The  Dan  Holmes  Collection  of  Early-Date 
Large  Cents,  Part  1 ,”  Ira  and  Larry  Goldberg 
Auctioneers 
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EXTRAORDINARY  MERIT:  “ Platinum  Night/’ 
January  2010,  Heritage  Auctions 

BEST  AUCTION  CATALOG,  BOOKS  AND 
EXONUMIA:  “ The  Stack  Collection,  Important  Re- 
naissance Medals  and  Plaquettes,”  Morton  and  Eden  Ltd. 

COMMERCIAL  PUBLICATIONS 


MEMORIAL  AWARDS 

JAMES  L.  MILLER  MEMORIAL  AWARD:  Jerry 
Jordan,  The  Examiner , Beaumont,  Texas, 

“ Investigating  Hotel  Coin  Buyers” 

CLEMENT  F.  BAILEY  MEMORIAL  AWARD, 
BEST  NEW  WRITER:  Eric  Silberberg,  ANS 

Magazine 


LEE  MARTIN  FOUNDER’S  AWARD  for  Best 

Investment  Newsletter:  Maurice  H.  Rosen,  The  Rosen  THE  RIBBET 
Numismatic  Advisory  Scott  Travers 


BEST  DEALER-PUBLISHED  MAGAZINE  OR 
NEWSPAPER:  (tie)  Investors  Profit  Advisory,  Uni- 
versal Coin  & Bullion,  Michael  R.  Fuljenz,  Editor,  and 
Heritage  Magazine,  Heritage  Galleries,  Hector  Cantu, 
Editorial  Director 


MISCELLANEOUS 

BEST  ALL-AROUND  PORTFOLIO:  Steven  Roach, 
Coin  World 

BEST  WRITER  IN  NLG  NEWSLETTER: 

Mike  Fuljenz 


AUDIOVISUAL 

BEST  RADIO  REPORT:  “ Warning : Beware  of  Hotel 
Coin  Buyers,”  Mike  Fuljenz,  KLVI 560 , Beaumont, 
Texas 

BEST  TELEVISION  REPORT:  “ Undercover  Inves- 
tigation of  Hotel  Coin  Buyers,”  Jerry  Jordan,  Danielle 
Kosir  and  Charles  Fields,  Fox  4 KBTV News, 
Beaumont,  Texas 

BEST  NON  COMMERCIAL  VIDEO:  “Gold  Coin 
Market  Today,”  Money  Show  of  the  Southwest  2009 
Educational  Seminar;  Mike  Fuljenz,  Speaker;  David 
Lisot,  Producer 


THE  CLEMY 

Paul  Whitnah 


Put  your  money 
where  your  mouse  is. 

Identifying  and  valuing  your  coins  has  never  been 
easier!  Visit  www.numismaster.com  to  enjoy: 

• Free  access  to  coin  information 

• All-new  “Find  My  Coin"  search 

• Collecting  tools,  including  Portfolio  and  Want  List 

• My  NumisMaster  page  (upload  your  photo  today!) 

• Expanded  coverage  of  collecting  news  and  events 

50+  years  of  data  — just  clicks  away! 


X NUMlSMASTER.com 


COIN  / CURRENCY  SIGNATURE®  AUCTIONS 

LOOKING  FOR  THE  BEST  GLOBAL  AUCTION  FIRM? 
LOOK  NO  FURTHER  THAN  HERITAGE! 


"HI  n 


Heritage  held  its  first  coin  auction  more  than  three  decades  ago,  and  our  Texas-sized  vision  has  led  us  to  become  the 
world's  third  largest  collectibles  and  fine-art  auctioneer.  We  enjoy  global  demand  from  500,000+  registered  bidder-members 
residing  in  181  countries.  In  2010,  we  will  hold  some  375  auctions  (many  of  them  in  Dallas),  including  the  Money  Show  of  the 
Southwest  in  Houston  at  year's  end. 

If  you  collect  in  any  of  these  areas,  we  welcome  your  patronage.  And  if  the  time  has  come  to  auction  some  of  your  treasures, 
please  call  us  for  a confidential,  no-obligation  consultation. 

• American  & European  Art  • American  Indian  Art  • Americana/Political  • Ancient  & World  Coins  • Arms  & Militaria  • 

• Art  of  the  American  West  • Rare  Books  • Civil  War  • US  Rare  Coins  • Comics  and  Comic  Art  • Rare  Currency  • 

• Furniture  & Decorative  Arts  • Illustration  Art  • Jewelry  • Historical  Manuscripts  • Movie  Posters  • 

• Music  and  Entertainment  Memorabilia  • Modern  & Contemporary  Art  • Natural  History  • Fine  Silver  and  Vertu  • 

• Space  Exploration  • Sports  Memorabilia  • Texana  • Texas  Art  • 20th  Century  Design  • 

• Vintage  & Contemporary  Photography  • Watches  & Fine  Timepieces  • Fine  & Rare  Wine  • 

We  are  always  seeking  outstanding  experts  and  catalogers  for  coins,  currency  and  many  other  art  & collectibles  specialties. 

For  more  information  about  any  venue,  please  contact  one  of  our  friendly  Consignor  Directors  through 

the  Heritage  Consignor  Hotlines:  • 800-872-6467 


Receive  a free  catalog  from  any  Heritage 
category  online  at  HA.com/NLG19617,  or  call 
866-835-3243  and  reference  NLG19617. 


The  World’s  #1  Numismatic  Auctioneer 

HERITAGES 

(Auction  Qallerm 


t . Steve  Ivy 

Jim  Halperin 
Greg  Rohan 

__  _ _ __  Leo  Frese 

■ I^J  ■ f _ Warren  Tucker 

^ Todd  Imhof 

Knowledge.  Integrity.  Responsibility.  Michael  Moline 


Annual  Sales  Exceeding  $600  Million  | 500,000+  Registered  Online  Bidder-Members 
3500  Maple  Avenue  | Dallas,  Texas  75219-3941  | 800-872-6467  | HA.com 
DALLAS  | NEW  YORK  | BEVERLY  HILLS  | PARIS  | GENEVA 
800-U.S.  Coins  (800-872-6467)  ext.  1000  | 214-528-3500  • FAX:  214-409-1425  | e-mail:  Consign@HA.com 

TX  Auctioneer  licenses:  Samuel  Foose  11727;  Robert  Korver  13754;  Andrea  Voss  16406;  Eric  Thomas  16421  | These  auctions  subject  to  a 15%  buyer's  premium. 


BASH  FLASHBACK:  1987  IN  ATLANTA 


By  Ed  Reiter 

By  1987,  my  musical  parodies  had  become  an  annual 
headache  ...  I mean,  highlight  ...  at  NLG  Bashes  - something 
attendees  awaited  with  growing  apprehension  ...  I mean,  glow- 
ing anticipation. 

At  the  1986  Bash  in  Milwaukee,  I had  paid  homage  to 
the  newly  established  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service  with 
a little  ditty  called  “A,  You're  Ambiguous”  (sung  to  the  tune  of 
“A,  You're  Adorable”).  Shortly  thereafter,  the  ANA  Certifica- 
tion Service,  still  an  arm  of  the  national  coin  club  at  the  time, 
announced  that  it  would  be  expanding  its  grading  “service”  to 
include  foreign  coins,  not  just  the  domestic  variety. 

Needless  to  say,  this  appealed  immediately  to  my  cre- 
mative  ...  I mean,  creative  ...  powers  and  led  me  to  ponder 
how  I might  zing  ...  I mean,  sing  ...  something  appropriate  to 
mark  this  suspicious  ...  I mean,  auspicious  ...  turn  of  events. 

Since  foreign  coins  had  now  achieved  parity  in  the 
eyes  of  the  ANA  Certification  Service,  it  seemed  only  natural 
that  ANACS  should  receive  a parody  from  me.  I settled  upon 
the  song  “New  York,  New  York”  as  the  medium  for  this  mes- 
sage , and  rendered  it  - in  my  inimical ...  I mean , inimitable  . . . 
way  at  the  1987  Bash  in  Atlanta. 


I called  the  new  version  “ New  Joke,  New  Joke.” 
Its  embalmable  ...  I mean,  memorable  ...  lyrics  follow: 

Start  spreading  the  plague 
From  Perth  to  the  Hague. 

Let  all  the  world  be  part  of  it: 

Not  AIDS,  but  grades. 

AG  to  MS, 

It’s  all  a big  mess. 

And  ANA’s  the  start  of  it: 

Not  AIDS,  but  grades. 

They  ’ve  got  your  number 
And  although  they’re  not  Number  One, 
They’ll  be  Bo  Dereks  - all  tens  - 
When  they  grade  yens. 

This  global  assault 
Will  help  fill  their  vault. 

And  money  is  the  heart  of  it; 

It  must  be  made. 

What  they  can ’t  make  at  home, 

They’ll  make  in  Greece  and  Rome 
So  they  can  pay 
Their  A-N-Aides. 
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